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Worship Part 3 

Worship and Giving 

 

Let’s start with some review if we may: 

✓ Webster’s dictionary definition for worship is extravagant love and extreme 

submission. 

✓ God created each of us to worship. 

✓ Everyone has an object of worship. That may be a something or a someone. 

This can change daily and even multiple times in a day. What we think 

about most and what we are most passionate about define our object of 

worship. 

✓ Worship is more than what we do on Sunday morning. It is a daily lifestyle 

of extravagant love and extreme submission toward our God and our Savior 

Jesus Christ. 

✓ Music is an iatrical part of worship both corporately and individually. When 

we sing, we are singing praises to God and encouraging one another. 

✓  Every generation should have new songs as we learned from Psalm 96:1. 

✓ Clapping, the raising of hands, saying amen, praying, standing reverently 

and other physical manifestations are biblical postures of worship while 

singing as stated in Psalm 143 and 150. 

✓ The worship of God requires participation of the worshipper. 

✓ God must be worshipped in “spirit and truth” as we learned from John 

4:24. 

✓  We should “present ourselves to God which is our true and proper 

worship” which we learned from Romans 12:1. 

Today I want to talk about how giving connects to worship. 

The Foundation of Giving 

I Corinthians 6:19-20, “Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy 

Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 
20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your bodies.” 

The foundation of giving traces back to the cross. Giving goes to whole different 

level when I think about Jesus and the price He paid for my forgiveness and the 
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eternal life that I have based on my personal faith in Him. We truly are “bought 

with a price”. 

I want you to think about this. How much gratitude should we have if Jesus Christ 

is our Personal Savior? 

To what level should that gratitude motivate us in giving? What are the areas of 

life that this should affect? 

✓ The giving of my time to serve. 

✓ The giving up my time to pray and study God’s word. 

✓ The giving of my resources freely to God. 

I want to spend the rest of our time looking at these three areas of giving as acts 

of worship. 

Worship Is Giving My Time To Serve Others 

In a recent TV commercial a young man is struggling with whether to go through 

with an arranged marriage. In his home country arranged marriages were the 

norm. But after living in America, he was having second thoughts about adhering 

to this ancient custom, especially since he'd never met his wife-to-be. 

Still, when she flew into the airport, he dutifully waited for her, flowers in hand, 

and a gloomy expression on his face. But when she stepped through the terminal, 

everything changed. She was beautiful! Suddenly his glum demeanor 

disappeared. The thought of marrying this woman was no longer a dreaded duty; 

it was a delight. What had changed? He'd seen her. 

Often we serve God out of obligation. We drag ourselves to church, force 

ourselves to serve others—but our hearts aren't in it. We're like that guy at the 

airport, grudgingly holding flowers for God. We're trying to live holy lives because 

we know we should, but it's burdensome, joyless.  

What can change this? Seeing God. When we get a vision of who God truly is, 

suddenly we're energized to do his mission. Once we gaze upon his grandeur and 

glory, obedience ceases to be arduous. Once we grasp his great love, serving is no 

longer a duty—it's a joy! 
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Mark 10:44-45, “and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. 45 For even 

the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 

Jesus’ disciples argued about how to be great. The mother of James and John had 

asked Jesus to let her two sons be the greatest in His kingdom with one sitting on 

His right and the other sitting on His left. 

What did Jesus say, “be a servant” if you want to be great. Who here this morning 

would like to please, glorify, honor and worship Him fully? Serving others is a big 

part of this and points others to Him as well as each of us fulfilling His purposes 

for our lives. 

Worship Is Praying and Studying God’s Truth 

John 4:24, “God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in 

truth.” 

Worship must be based on the truth of God’s word and the truth of who God is. 

One of AW Tozer’s infamous quotes was, “What comes into our minds when we 

think about God is the most important thing about us …. Man's spiritual history 

will positively demonstrate that no religion has ever been greater than its idea of 

God."  

When we think about God we must think about truth and worship Him in that 

way. 

Psalm 5:1-3 and 7, “Listen to my words, Lord, consider my lament. 2 Hear my cry 

for help, my King and my God, for to you I pray. 3 In the morning, Lord, you hear 

my voice; in the morning, I lay my requests before you and wait expectantly. 7 But 

I, by your great love, can come into your house; in reverence, I bow down toward 

your holy temple.” 

✓ Listen to my words. 

✓ Here my cry for help. 

✓ Waiting expectantly for an answer. 

✓ Coming into His house with reverence and bowing down. 

Prayer is part of worship both corporately and individually.  
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This is an excerpt from the book “When Helping Hurts” by Steve Corbett and 

Brian Fikkert. 

One Sunday I was visiting one of Africa's largest slums, the massive Kibera slum of 

Nairobi, Kenya. The conditions were simply inhumane. People lived in shacks 

constructed out of cardboard boxes. Foul smells gushed out of open ditches 

carrying human and animal excrement …. I thought to myself, This place is 

completely God-forsaken. 

Then to my amazement, right there among the dung, I heard the sound of a 

familiar hymn …. Every Sunday, thirty slum dwellers crammed into this ten-by-

twenty foot "sanctuary" to worship [God]. The church was made out of cardboard 

boxes that had been opened up and stapled to studs. It wasn't pretty, but it was a 

church made up of some of the poorest people on earth. 

I was immediately asked to preach the sermon. I quickly jotted down some notes 

and was looking forward to teaching this congregation [about the sovereignty of 

God]. But before the sermon began, I listened as some of the poorest people on 

the planet cried out to God: "Jehovah Jireh, please heal my son, as he is going 

blind." "Merciful Lord, please protect me when I go home today, for my husband 

always beats me." "Sovereign King, please provide my children with enough food 

today, as they are hungry." 

As I listened to their heartfelt prayers, I thought about my ample salary, my life 

insurance policy, my health insurance policy, my two cars, my house, etc. I 

realized that I do not really trust in God's sovereignty on a daily basis. I have 

buffers in place to shield me from most economic shocks. I realized that when 

these folks pray "Give us this day our daily bread" their minds don't wander as 

mine so often does. I realized that these slum dwellers were trusting in God's 

sovereignty just to get them through the day, and they had a far deeper intimacy 

with God than I probably will ever have in my entire life. 

Worship Is Giving of My Resources 

Christian leader Gordon MacDonald shared the following story about how God 

transformed him from "giving as merely an institutional obligation" to a cheerful 

giver. 
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The process began when my wife, Gail, and I made a missions trip to West Africa. 

On the first Sunday of our visit, we joined a large crowd of desperately poor 

Christians for worship. As we neared the church, I noticed that almost every 

person was carrying something. Some hoisted cages of noisy chickens, others 

carried baskets of yams, and still others toted bags of eggs or bowls of cassava 

paste. 

"Why are they bringing all that stuff?" I asked one of our hosts. "Watch!" she said. 

Almost every person in that African congregation brought something: a chicken, a 

basket of yams, a bowl of cassava paste. I saw that giving, whether yams or 

dollars, is not optional for Christ followers. 

Soon after the worship began, the moment came when everyone stood and 

poured into the aisles, singing, clapping, even shouting. The people began moving 

forward, each in turn bringing whatever he had brought to a space in the front. 

Then I got it. This was West African offering time. The chickens would help others 

get a tiny farm business started. The yams and the eggs given could be sold in the 

marketplace to help the needy. The cassava paste would guarantee that someone 

who was hungry could eat. 

I was captivated. I'd never seen a joyful offering before. Obviously, my keep-

money-under-the-radar policy would not have worked in that West African 

church. Those African believers, although they never knew it, had moved me. I 

began to understand that giving—whether yams or dollars—was not an option for 

Christ-followers. Rather it was an indication of the direction and the tenor of 

one's whole life. 

II Corinthians 9:6-8, “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you 

should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you 

abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work.” 

Malachi 3:10, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food 

in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw 

open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not 

be room enough to store it.” 
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The Biblical principle and standard for giving is the tithe which is 10% of our 

income. 

There are 774 verses in the Bible that refer to giving, tithing and offerings. I 

believe that it is safe to say that this principle is important under the context of 

worship. 

The instruction is clear that we should never give reluctantly or sparingly. We 

should take the Biblical principles that we know and be generous through the 

principle of tithing and the principle of being a cheerful giver. That word cheerful 

in its context means hilarious and extravagant. 

As mentioned in Malachi this is one of the few places in scripture that God 

literally says, “put My instruction to the test”. 

Let’s ask a fair question concerning these principles. 

✓ What about a financial crisis caused by medical problems or some other 

legitimate life situation? 

✓ What about in case of an unexpected loss of income or job? 

I made a commitment to the Lord in September 2015 that Pam would not work 

again. I felt strongly that it was in her and our best interest to make that 

commitment. In 2015 she lost her job and the stress of that job had been a major 

contributor to some health problems that she had encountered. 

That was not an easy commitment to make because when she lost her job we lost 

approximately half of our income.  

In the year that I have been serving as your pastor we have been giving, but not 

meeting the principle of tithing. It has been a time that has been heavy on my 

heart because both Pam and I want to tithe and give freely. Through a very recent 

turn of events God has made that possible and we are praising Him for that. 

In our early years of our marriage, we struggled with this principle, but for 

different reasons. We took on too much debt and took some foolish financial risks 

that did not end well. 
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Why am I sharing this? Because I want to clearly be honest with you that we have 

lived this both ways and there is no doubt which is best. Living and giving by God’s 

principles is the absolute best in the same way that living all Biblical truth is best. 

What if this describes your situation: Tom this all sounds great, but there is no 

possible way that I could base my giving on the biblical principle of giving 10% of 

income. 

Then here is what I would advise. Pray and seek God’s wisdom in helping you to 

get to that point and start working toward it with His help. Set your heart on the 

desire to do it. Not out of reluctance or obligation, but out of a heart that wants 

to worship and obey God fully. Here is what I know. I know that God will help you 

if that is your heart’s desire. You see I can tell you that with confidence because I 

have just walked through that time as I was sharing with you earlier. 

Let’s never forget the motivation for all this. It is right square upon that cross. 

“We have been bought with a price”.  

It is not that it is a debt that somehow, I must repay because that would be 

impossible and not expected, but it is a motivation that I have to freely obey 

God’s principles and to be a cheerful giver out of the gratitude that I have in my 

heart toward my God and My Savior Jesus Christ. 

Remember Webster’s definition of worship: extravagant love and extreme 

submission. 

  

 

 

  


